From the

DESK

Of Ms. Gibson

Dear SMS Family

We hope you all had a great week. It is hard to believe
that we have only one and a half weeks left with our
students for the 2018-2019 school year. The year has
gone very quickly but it has been a spectacular one. We
continue to finish our curriculum and assess our students
to see the wonderful gains they have made throughout
the year. Please continue to support your child by
encouraging them to eat well and to get enough rest. We
are still busy learning even though it is near the end of the

year.

il I We continue to celebrate

our students and their
amazing accomplishments.
This morning during our flag
ceremony we congratulated
{ our Debate team on an
outstanding Debate season.
Mr. Reinaldo Martinez, our Debate Coach along with
special guest, Jorge Risk, from DIAR Directive, presented
three of our students, Dana Mejia, Omar Licairac and
Hermes Severino with the “La ALDABA” award. This award
is an acknowledgment to Dominican Debaters for an
excellent performance in the different competitions during
this school year. Congratulations to our students.

This morning we also recognized the efforts of one of our
students, Jennifer Fersobe, from 11th grade. Jenn was the
person responsible for designing the digital mural for this
year's “Caminantes por la Vida” campaign that seeks to
create cancer awareness. She did this digitally on a tablet
and then with pencil and acrylic for the final phase. This

campaign has always been an inspiration

for Jenn, so she volunteered to donate

'Y )
the wonderful piece of art to the cause.  * )
Thank you Jenn for sharing your talent o
Y . gy \ _7' j
and for your generosity towards a very y
good cause. We are proud to have you

) 1
as a St. Michael’s student. To the right is '
Jenn’s creation.

We have some exciting events coming up over the next
two weeks as we celebrate the Graduations of Grade 6
and Grade 12. Our Grade 6 Graduation is next
Wednesday, June 5th at Galeria 360. We are looking
forward to celebrating with this group of young people as
they mark the end of their Elementary school career.
Congratulations!

Enjoy the weekend!! We look forward to seeing you next
week.

Warm Regards,

Lynne
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As one year ends we are rapidly planning and preparing for the next. As we move forward and make decisions we want to share
as much information as we can ahead of time with our parent community. Through the next couple of blogs, we will be
providing you with information about some changes that you can expect for the next school year.

- Today | want to share a change in our school schedule for next year. As you may or may not know, our
— school is accredited through AdvancEd. They require us to meet certain requirements and to participate in
m continuous school improvement through specific strategies and processes. The list of requirements is called

e iededll|  assurances and they are those policies and procedures that must be adhered to by the school. .
DISMISSAL

Each year, they, too, continue to improve and change requirements. This year they have increased the

number of instructional hours required by a Secondary School. What this means for St. Michael’s School is
that we have to increase the number of instructional hours for our Secondary (7""-12") students. We spent time discussing this
as a school team, leadership and teachers together. | also conferred with other AdvancEd Accredited schools and all schools
have decided to take the same approach. In our professional opinion we feel that it would work best if we added 3 minutes to
each class for Secondary students. This would mean that with adjusting the schedule, our dismissal time for Secondary (7"-12")
students will be 2:45 p.m. for the 2019-2020 school year. We know that this now creates a situation where we have three

th ~th
-6

dismissal times. Our Lower Elementary (1%-3") students will be dismissed at 2:20 p.m. and our Upper Elementary (4 ) will

be dismissed at 2:30 p.m.

We certainly can understand that this may create some inconveniences for you as a parent community. Unfortunately, we have
to adhere to the requirements of AdvancEd in order to maintain our accreditation. We continue to ask for your support with this
change as it is something that must be done.

iterary Pageant Success! syuase vermios

This year during the months of April and May, we celebrated our Literary Pageant. The Literary Pageant is a St. Michael’s
tradition which has taken different formats throughout the years but whose main objective is to celebrate our love for literature.

This year, the pageant took the shape of a Writing Competition. We had two main categories: short story and poetry. On behalf
of the organizing committee and the judge’s panel, I'd like to thank every student who submitted their piece to the competition,
and we’d like to encourage you to continue writing and fearlessly sharing your work with the world.

Without further ado, we’d like to share with you the winning pieces selected by our judges. Students in grades 6™ through 9™ will
receive the cost of tuition for one online class at BYU. Students in grades 10" through 12" will receive the cost of tuition for one
3 week course at Summer at Brown Online.

In the category of short story for grades 6th through 9th, with the piece titled, The Red Giant, we
congratulate José Manuel Llavona Porcella. In the category of poetry for grades 6™ through 9th, with the
piece titled, Love: a Game Thee is Willing to Play, we congratulate Nicolas Emilio Simén Pellicce. In the
category of poetry for grades 10" through 12™, with the piece titled, Juliet, we want to congratulate
Marielena Cornelio Peiia.

Congratulations to all the winners! We are very proud of you! A big thank you to all of our judges for giving us their time and
expertise. We deeply appreciate it.



June

Wed
5
Grade 6 Grad-
uation 6:00
p.m.

11
Last Day of
School for stu-
dents— Dismissal
at 11:00 a.m.

17
Grade 12
Graduation
7:00 p.m.

18
Parent Teacher
Conferences
8:00 a.m.—1:00
p.m.




VERSION EN ESPANOL

Estimada Familia SMS:
Espero hayan tenido una excelente semana. Es dificil creer Tenemos dos eventos extraordinarios que sucederdn
que solo nos queda una semana y media de este afio durante las proximas dos semanas, estos son, la
escolar 2018-2019 con nuestros estudiantes. Este afio celebracion de las graduaciones del 6to grado y el 12mo
paso volando, pero ha sido bien espectacular. grado. Nuestra graduacion de 6to grado es el préximo
Todavia estamos finalizando nuestro curriculo y evaluando miércoles, 5 de junio en Galeria 360. Estamos muy
a nuestros estudiantes para poder medir los grandes emocionados por celebrar con este grupo de jovenes que
logros que han consequido a través del afio. Por favor, llegan al fin de su trayectoria en la escuela
continuen apoyando a sus hijos para que se alimenten Primaria. Felicitaciones.
correctamente y descansen lo suficiente, ya que todavia
estamos inmersos en el proceso de aprendizaje, atn Disfruten el fin de semana y nos vemos en la proxima.
estando tan cerca del final del afio.
Atentamente,
Tl £t | Continuamos celebrando los
. - logros de nuestros Lynne

estudiantes. Esta manana
durante la ceremonia de
bandera, felicitamos a

. huestro equipo de Debate
por haber tenido una
temporada tan
sobresaliente. El Sr. Reinaldo Martinez, nuestro Coach de
Debate, junto al Sr. Jorge Risk, nuestro invitado especial
de la directiva DIAR, fueron quienes entregaron el trofeo
“La Aldaba” a nuestros estudiantes Dana Mejia, Omar
Licairac y Hermes Severino. Este galardon se otorga en
reconocimiento a los Debatientes Dominicanos por su
excelente trabajo en las diferentes competencias durante
este afio escolar. Felicitaciones a nuestros estudiantes.

Esta manana también reconocimos el

esfuerzo de una de nuestras alumnas,

Jennifer Fersobe, de 11mo grado. Esta " ’ 2
joven realizo el disefio digital del v )
mural para la campafa de este afio de \ ‘3' \
“Caminantes por la Vida”, dedicado a /

crear conciencia sobre el cdncer. Hizo ) '7

este disefio digital en una tablet y '

luego utilizd Idpiz y acrilico en la fase final. Esta campaia
siempre ha sido una inspiracion para ella, motivandola a
donar su maravillosa pieza de arte para esta noble
causa. Gracias a ti Jennifer por compartir tu talento y tu
generosidad. Estamos muy orgullosos de tenerte como
estudiante de St. Michael’s School. A la derecha, pueden
ver su obra.



i Un grandioso aiio se aproxima!

Como ya este afio finaliza, estamos rapidamente planificando y preparando el préximo. En este proceso de
preparacion y toma de decisiones, queremos compartir de antemano la mayor cantidad de informacién que podamos
con nuestra comunidad de padres. Durante los proximos blogs, les estaremos suministrando informaciones sobre
algunos cambios que tendremos para el proximo afio escolar.

> Hoy les hablaré de un cambio que tendremos en nuestro itinerario de clases para el proximo afio.
A Como ustedes saben o quizas no lo saben, nuestro colegio esta acreditado a través de
WULIITH| AdvancEd. Ellos requieren que nosotros cumplamos con ciertos requisitos y que participemos en un
% proceso de mejora continua a través de estrategias y procedimientos especificos. El listado de
requisitos se llama asunciones (“assurances”) y son aquellas politicas y procedimientos a las que
debemos adherirnos como colegio.

Cada ario, ellos también continian mejorando y cambiando sus requisitos. Este afio han tomado la decision de
incrementar el numero de horas de instruccién que requieren para la Secundaria (7Tmo -12mo grado). Esto significa
que debemos tomar medidas para cumplir con este requisito. Hemos pasado mucho tiempo analizando este asunto
como equipo, tanto el grupo de lideres como los profesores. También conversé con otros colegios acreditados por
AdvancEd y todos han decidido tomar el mismo camino. Es nuestra opinidn profesional que funcionaria mejor si
afladimos 3 minutos a cada clase para los estudiantes de Secundaria. Esto significaria que luego de ajustar el
itinerario, el horario de salida para Secundaria (7mo — 12mo grado) sera de 2:45 p.m. para el afio escolar 2019-

2010. Sabemos que esto ahora crea la situacion en la cual tendremos tres horas diferentes de salida. Nuestro Lower
Elementary (1er — 3er grado) saldra a las 2:20 p.m. y Upper Elementary (4to — 6to grado) saldra a las 2:30 p.m.

Realmente comprendemos que esta situacion les podria ocasionar algunos inconvenientes a ustedes, como
padres. Desafortunadamente, debemos adherirnos a los requisitos de AdvancEd para poder mantener nuestra
acreditacion. Les pedimos nos apoyen con este cambio, ya que es algo obligatorio.

iNuestro exitoso Festival Literario! (Literary Pageant)

Por Isabel Hermidea

Durante los meses de abril y mayo de este afio, celebramos nuestro Festival Literario (Literary Pageant). El Festival Literario es
una tradicion de St. Michael’s que ha tomado diferentes formatos a través de los afios, pero siempre con el objetivo principal de
celebrar nuestro amor por la literatura.

Este afo el festival tomd la forma de una competencia de escritura. Tuvimos dos categorias principales: cuento corto y
poesia. De parte de nuestro comité organizadora y nuestro panel de jueces, agradecemos a todos los estudiantes que sometieron
sus piezas para entrar en la competencia, y queremos animarles a que contintden escribiendo y mostrando su trabajo al mundo.

Queremos compartir con ustedes las piezas ganadoras que fueron seleccionadas por nuestro jurado. Los estudiantes ganadores
de los grados 6 a 9" recibirdn el costo de matricula para una clase online en BYU. Los estudiantes ganadores de los grados 10™
a 12™ recibirdn el costo de la matricula para un curso de tres semanas durante el verano en Brown Online.

En la categoria de cuento corto, para los grados 6to a 9no, con la pieza titulada, “The Red Giant”,
felicitamos a José Manuel Llavona Porcella. En la categoria de poesia, para los grados 6" a 9", con la pieza
titulada, “Love: a Game thee is Wlllmg to Play”, felicitamos a Nicolds Emilio Simon Pellicce. En la categoria
de poesia, para los grados 10™ a 12™°, con la pieza titulada, “Juliet”, queremos felicitar a Marielena
Cornelio Pefia.

Muchas felicidades a todos los ganadores. Estamos muy orgullosos de ustedes. Muchas gracias al jurado por brindarnos su
tiempo y conocimiento. Estamos muy agradecidos.



Junio

Wed

5
Graduacién 6®
grado 6:00 p.m.

Ultimo dia de
clases para
estudiantes —
Salida a las
11:00a.m.

17 18
Graduacién Entrega de
12" grado Notas 8:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.




